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NEWSLETTER OF THE STORT BOAT CLUB 

Issue 60 - May 2016 
 

Commodore Vice Commodore Treasurer Secretary Committee 
Mike Newman George Cutting Colin Porter Andy Higgs Helen Smith 
 
Editor: Sue Barrett 
s-r.barrett@ntlworld.com 
 
 

Hello and a warm 

welcome. 
 

At last we can look forward to some 

better weather which can only mean 

one thing - boating!!  Saying that, 

Robbie and I have been concentrating 

on the new house up until now but we 

have also scheduled in some long 

weekends at the boat including the 

Crick Boat Show weekend - Sat 28 and 

Sun 29 May.   

 

Both the Crick Boat Show weekend and 

the Braunston Historic Boat Show over 

Sat 25 and Sun 26 June are worth 

attending so if you are going to either, 

do let a member of the Committee 

know. Our Vice Commodore George 

Cutting has already mentioned about 

meeting up for coffee about 10am at 

The Moorings, West Haddon Road, 

Crick, NN6 7SQ on Sat 28 May before 

going into the Show.  Hope to see you 

then as we shall be there. 

 

I will finish off by saying hello and a very 

warm welcome to new members Angie 

Heini, Shelley Jackson and David Ruffell 

who are all based at Hallingbury Marina.  

Angie owns NB Rambling Rose and 

Shelley and David own a Norman cruiser 

called Lady Christina 11.  

 

Happy reading everyone.                Editor. 

From the New Commodore 
 
Well, being nominated and voted on as the 
new Commodore will teach me to throw a 
sicky on the day of the AGM!  In truth I 
did tell Lorraine that I was happy to let my 
name go forward and I’m very happy to 
take up the challenge. 
 
Firstly I’d like to pay compliment to 
Graham Riley who has held the reins 
steady for the past few years – he will be 
a tough act to follow.  And secondly I’d 
like to thank my fellow committee 
members – George Cutting (Vice 
Commodore), Andy Higgs (Secretary), 
Colin Porter (Treasurer) and Helen Smith 
for stepping up to the plate.  At the same 
time I’d like to thank the two retiring 
committee members – Sue Higgs and Sue 
Barrett – for their efforts over the past 
years.  Sue B will, however, continue as 
editor of the Stort Reporter I’m pleased 
to say. 
 
The new committee met on 16 March and 
had a very productive discussion.  
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Foremost in my mind for the committee to 
address was the changing shape of the 
club, particularly with many of its most 
active members moving their boats (quite 
understandably!) to other parts of the 
country over the past couple of years.  
The discussion concluded that we should 
focus on being ‘an association of boaters 
with connections to the Lee and Stort’; 
probably nothing different to what it has 
always been but nevertheless useful to set 
it down.  To this end we offer: 
 Social meetings 
 Club cruises 
 Shared experience and know-how 
 Club visits 
 AWCC affiliation 
 Regular newsletters 
 Low annual membership fee 

Having clarified that, the committee 
agreed to encourage and welcome new 
membership, but short of an out-and-out 
recruitment drive.  To this avail we would 
produce an A5 flyer for members to hand 
out as appropriate, and for marina 
managers to display and give to new 
arrivals.  We should also refresh and add 
to the website, including a ‘boat jumble’ 
page and extending the calendar page by 
including more boating events, not just 
those organised by the club. At the time 
of writing the flyer is with the printers, 
and the ‘new look’ website is up and 
running (www.stortboatclub.co.uk).   
My thanks to Banny Banyard for his 
expertise in this latter regard; please take 
sometime to look at it and let any of the  
committee have your comments and 
suggestions for improvements. 

Last, but by no means least, we 
considered how best to live without a 
social sub-committee.  This must have 
been a fairly thankless task which Sue B 
and Pauline Riley have managed for 
several years, and no-one can blame them 
for stepping down this year.  The 
committee concluded that the solution was 
to spread the load of organising the social 
calendar of meetings, visits and cruises by 
encouraging any member to take the lead 
for an event which particularly interests 
them.  The committee will, of course, 
broadcast the proposal and invite others 
along through the usual channels.  This 
extends to an organised club presence at 
bigger events - eg Canalway Cavalcade, 
Crick Boat Show etc.  This approach 
seems to be working so far, with Colin and 
Claire having organised the Easter cruise 
to Waltham Abbey and – if you look at the 
calendar on the website – you will see a 
number of different names connected with 
a number of different events.  So if you 
are thinking of visiting anywhere or 
anything which might be of interest to 
fellow club members, and you’d like some 
company, then please let a committee 
member know and we’ll aim to get the ball 
rolling. 
 
Meantime have a great summer’s cruising. 
Best regards 
Mike Newman 
Commodore, Stort Boat Club 
01279 843358 / 07887 540398 

 
www.stortboatclub.co.uk 
AWCC affiliated 

http://www.stortrboatclub.co.uk/
http://www.stortboatclub.co.uk/
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FISHING - Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.  Teach him how to fish 

and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day!   So true Mimi! 

 
........................................ 

 
 
SHOTS PAST AND PRESENT 
 
The photo directly below shows the  

devastation following the 1987 

hurricane.  I took this shot between 

Carthagena and Dobbs Weir Locks.  

From the trees and greenery 

associated with that stretch to see 

such carnage was a truly memorable 

sight and one we thought the area 

would never recover from.  

 

 
 

My apologies for the slant of this 

first photo - it has a mind of its own! 

 

 

 

 

 

The next photo was taken in 2007 (a 

gap of 2 decades) when Cornmill was 

returning from her summer travels 

and shows the same stretch of 

water.  What a transformation of 

the area and just shows how amazing 

nature can be.    

 

Sue - Editor.  
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Irony’s Maiden Voyage September 2015 

 
Because of the difficulties of having only one set of lock gates at Gravesend, it meant 

we had to leave the marina at high tide and wait on a pontoon in the river to then go up 

with the tide.  This usually means an overnight stay, an uncomfortable and noisy 

experience with ships passing all night long.  To our dismay, when we woke the next 

morning, we had two tugs moored alongside us, making it impossible to get out!  After 

negotiations with the tug crews, we finally escaped and were on our way.  The non-stop 

trip up to Teddington took about 7 hours.  Having made good progress on the Tideway 

with our turbo boosted John Deere/Barrus engine, we arrived at Richmond sluices too 

early so we had to kill time and wait for them to be raised.  We toasted our safe arrival 

at Teddington with a glass or two of Prosecco! 

 

Then the serious work started – learning to manoeuvre our 70’x13’6’’, 50 ton boat in 

and out of the locks was quite challenging.  She seemed so much bigger than Alchemy, 

and the bow is much higher.  My rope throwing and bollard catching skills improved as 

the trip progressed.  We gained a few battle scars on the way, but generally we handled 

her pretty well for our first trip.  Some of the bridges were a challenge – we were OK for 

the height but the steep profile of bridges like Sonning and Clifton Hampden meant 

lining up exactly to avoid damaging the wheelhouse. A few heart stopping moments! 

 

We purposely chose to cruise in September, knowing it is generally quieter and we 

would have a better choice of moorings.  We stopped at all our usual favourite places – 

Hampton Court, Runnymede, Windsor, Henley etc, meeting friends and family on the 

way. The weather was superb especially towards the end of September.   After a 

leisurely trip, we turned at Clifton Hampden and began our return trip.  Whilst moored 

at Marlow, we saw the ‘Blood Moon’ and an amazing display of bright stars, and the 

added bonus of meeting up with Bob and Doris on a newly painted Louisa. 

 

The month passed all too soon, and we began to plan the return trip.  Previously we 

have stopped at Limehouse on the way back, but having heard about the limited access 

to the lock, and the possibility of having to moor in the lock cut for a few hours, we 

sought advice from a Thames skipper/pilot to see if we could get back to Gravesend in 

one go. One concern was whether we would fit under Hammersmith Bridge on the 

Spring tide. 

 

We left Teddington at 5am in the dark, and it was over an hour before dawn broke.  

Visibility was impaired because the light on the mast did not give a wide enough beam 

to see where we were relative to the banks. The early morning mist rising off the river 

and condensation on the windscreen due to the cold further reduced visibility. It was a 

relief when the sun finally came up and it was another superb day.  We sailed under 

Hammersmith Bridge with room to spare, and because we were so early there were no 

pleasure boats in the Pool of London. A few early morning Clippers caused a bit of rock 

and roll, but nothing serious.  

 

When we arrived at Gravesend 8 hours later, life was again complicated, this time by 

the Waverley being on the pontoon while hundreds of passengers disembarked.  We 

had to hold station for about an hour before we could approach the pontoon to moor 

up.  The final obstacle was another tug on the mooring, but luckily there were a couple 

of crew members who took our ropes and tied us up.   
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After about 3 hours, once the lock gates could be opened as the tide came up, we 

sailed back into the safety of the marina, our maiden voyage complete! 

 

Jan Harris 

 

Many thanks Jan - what a lovely trip but I'm not so sure about the bit around Gravesend! 
Editor. 

 
.................................................. 

 
 
A ROYDON TALE 
 

And now a few words from Banny following our very successful social evening on 

Saturday 12 March at the Church Hall in Roydon.     Thank you Pauline for 

organising the hall and coordinating the food.  Robbie and I thoroughly enjoyed 

the evening.  Compliments to the chefs as the food was delicious as always!  So, 

take your time and read on........ 

Editor 

 
 

The Dark ale of a Chavurah Supper 

 

 

 

 Ah, Jim lad, sit 

on me knee, I’ll 

tell e a story 

 ‘Tas a dark an stormy 

night of frost, an’ 

hobgoblins abroad in 

Roydon.   

Through the Wych 

gate we crept, me an’ 

the lads, like thieves in the night  

 

But inside me 

hearties ‘twas snug 

an warm & cosy as a 

port lassies embrace, 

an wiv reet ‘andsome 

flowers an all  

 But dark 

deeds be 

afoot, anti 

Semitism!!  

It be stalkin’ 

in yon church 

hall that night, no mistake 
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Nutters, 

pretending to 

be sweet as 

coral island 

water, they 

abounded, I can tell ee  

 Then them’s  

immeegrents,  from 

froggie France they 

be there, smuggled1 in 

a container, bold as 

brass, thro customs  in 

Dover under the very eyes oh the 

revenue  

 But worse, worse 

still Ities! Signor 

Tiramansue an is 

good lady wife 

Tirawomensue, 

least wise, we waz 

spared their transgender 

daughter Taramissyoo 

  Mind you Jim lad, she 

as pretty as 

cheesecake that one, 

turn any mans ‘ed she 

would, I reckin’ 

anyroad 

 It were 

good to 

see me 

old ship 

mates 

Roobarb 

and Custard, sneaked in past the 

oity toity, an unnoticed, cleverly  

disguised as strudle 

 Baint be too 

careful mind, 

oity toiters 

abounded, 75% 

of past an 

present 

commodores werz abo’rd, so much fer 

vigilance!  

 

Banoffee? No ban the 

migrants, so’ I do say, 

those ‘eadaches th’all 

be the death o me  

 Meet out their just 

desserts, the black 

spot to em, likes we 

allus did?  

 Too much of 

this yellow 

livered turning 

the other 

cheek? W’ere 

will it end, it 

will all end in tiers, one above the 

other? 

 Them Barretts, 

they’s the right 

idea, slipped the 

berth, upped 

anchor and away on 

the ebb, no waiting 

for the flood with them two 

                                                 
1
 Hand made by Mimi’s lass, to unique French rusticle  design, for carry your plate of food to the next Chavurah 

supper order now while stocks last 
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 Proof Jim! Proof yous 

still wanting proof? 

blimey matey, there it 

be, stronger than Old 

Wood’s finest navy rum, 

all the kosher food 

eaten,     wee-out a scrapin o’ the 

barrel left fur me 

 

 
Ah, Jim lad, sit on me knee, I’ll 

tell e a story. ‘Twas a dark an 

stormy night. . . . . 
 

........................................... 
 
A Blowy Easter Weekend at Waltham Abbey 
 
Many thanks to Colin and Claire Porter 
for suggesting a club cruise to 
Waltham Abbey over the Easter 
weekend.  Three other boats joined 
them, with Paul & Janine Strudwick, 
Alf Tingey and Mike & Lorraine 
Newman aboard.  We moored among 
a few other boats between the Town 
Lock and the Lea Valley White Water 
Centre, and spent most of Saturday 
exploring the environs.  Dave & Jan 
Harris and Richard & Mimi Alderman 
joined us for a Saturday evening meal 
in the Turkish Abbey Grill which, I 
think, was generally regarded as 
‘lively’ but very flavoursome and 
exceptionally good value. 
 
The weather forecast for the weekend 
had never been great and, sure 
enough, progressively throughout 
Sunday the wind and rain increased.  
Our personal plans had been to visit 
the Easter Country Fair, on the 
opposite bank, with the family; 
however just as they arrived the 
heavens really opened.  Two 
umbrellas were wrecked just getting 
the baby out of her car seat so after a 
delay to let the worst of the squall 
pass, a lot of skyward gazing and 
“shall we, shan’t we” debate, we 
decamped to the same restaurant as 

before and had an equally good meal 
with the family. 
 
Sunday night really did blow hard 
(supposedly 70 mile/hour in the SE) 
but resulted in no apparent damage to 
the boats.  However the Easter 
Country Fair had not fared (excuse the 
pun) so well.  The site was littered with 
loose canvas and this, coupled with 
the prospect of a second day of dismal 
takings at the gate and the awful news 
of the little girl who had died on a 
bouncy castle in Harlow Park, caused 
the organisers to cancel the event on 
the Bank Holiday.  By lunchtime 
however the wind had fallen and the 
sun broke through – good enough for 
us to turn around and meet up with a 
boat just come through the lock.  And 
so we spent a happy afternoon 
wending our way back to Stanstead 
Lock comparing the pros and cons of 
the River Wey (their home mooring) 
with the River Stort (nearly our home 
mooring) but agreeing that narrow 
boating is good for the soul. 
 
 
 
 

Mike and Lorraine 
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A SICK YACHT - Where does a boat go when it's poorly?  To the dock!  Mimi. 

I can hear everyone groaning!  Editor. 

........................................................... 
 
 

WATERWAYS NEWS  
 

CRT Takeover back on the Agenda? 
Statement from EA and CRT issued 19 February 2016.   
 
EA and CRT have established a joint working group to explore different options for running 
the 620 miles of EA managed river navigations.  The Government's ambition is still to 
transfer EA's responsibility to CRT. 
 
The working group is still at a very early stage gathering information and no decisions have 
been made.  The working group is to begin a data gathering exercise looking at all of EA's 
navigations including the non-tidal River Thames, River Wye, Upper Medway, East Anglian 
navigations and Rye Harbour. 
 
EA, CRT and Defra want to find a sustainable future for the EA's river navigations and to be 
working with the communities who use them.  

 

 

 

River Thames  
 
BOATS BREAK LOSE FROM THEIR MOORINGS IN OXFORD 

 
The following report was in the Oxford Mail on Monday, 1 February.  Two unoccupied 

boats that had been tied on the towpath just above Osney Bridge (Botley Road) in 

Oxford, broke free from their moorings and crashed into the bridge, one lodging itself 

against the overspill.  

 

Regrettably the boat astride the whole river subsequently took on water and blocked 

the navigation.  At the time of writing this, EA were keeping options open as to how to 

retrieve the vessel.  EA were hoping to winch the boat upstream into a better position 

and start pumping water out of the boat.    See photo on the next page.  
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If that plan didn't work, then a huge lifting crane would have to be brought in as a last 

resort because this would cause problems for local commuters along Botley Road as 

the road would have to be closed.  

 

UPDATE: Thankfully both boats were successfully removed and incredibly someone has 

pledged £25,000 to the owner of the boat that sank NB Old Peculiar for a refit!  

 
 
 

News from the Rivers Lee and Stort 
 

£1.75 Million rejuvenation for Carpenters Road Lock 
 

Funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the London Legacy Development 
Corporation and the IWA will allow the restoration of Carpenters Road Lock within 
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.  
 
New steel gates will be manufactured in Sheffield, weighing 8 tonnes each and will 
replicate the original design with similar fenders and lifting mechanism. 
 
Construction will take place in the second half of 2016 for an opening early 2017. 
 
To celebrate the reopening of the lock and the Bow Back Rivers to navigation, a 
Spring Festival is being organised.     Details will be published as soon as the Editor 
gets some information.  
 

 
 

Details to keep handy if you find yourselves in difficulty in the Limehouse area. 
 
To report a break-in contact:- 
 
PC 176 George Norteye 
Limehouse Neighbouring Policing Team 
Email: SNTHT-Limehouse@met.police.uk 
Tel no:  020 8721 2852 
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OLYMPIC CELEBRATION CRUISE 

 
The official re-opening of public access to the Olympic Waterways will take place during the 

afternoon of Saturday 9th July.   The IWA are organising the event supported by St Pancras C.C. 

and CRT.   Moorings at Bow from Three Mills Southwards as far down to Bow Locks will be 

available from noon on Thursday 7 July until noon on Monday 11 July.   However, boaters need 

to be moored at Three Mills by 12 noon on Saturday 9 July for the afternoon cruise. 

 

Boaters need to contact waterways@londonlegacy.co.uk to register interest but do please 

contact our Commodore, Mike Newman as well.  

 

There will also be a cruise to the lightship at Creek Mouth before returning, or to go round the 

Isle of Dogs via Deptford Creek to Limehouse.    For more information, please contact Andrew 

Phasey from St Pancras C.C. Tel no 07850 753633. 

 

.............................................................. 
 

A MOORING INSECURITY -  Why did the boat sink when it was moored 

against the pontoon?  It gave in to pier pressure!    

     
That's the last light hearted gem from Mimi for this edition! 

.............................................................. 
 

Hot off the Press 25 April - Just heard that Robyn Neilson, our office contact at 

BWML (British Waterways Marinas Ltd) Limehouse, has left and on her way to Bristol.     

................................................................ 
 

 

SOME CURRENT SAFETY ISSUES 
 
Port of London Notification - Life Jackets - Safety Bulletin 

 
The Tidal Thames is a challenging river and the tragedy of recent incidents has 
shown it can be harsh and unforgiving.  To ensure you stay safe while enjoying the 
Thames we recommend you adhere to the following advice. 
 
Life Jackets - Check and wear correctly.  It will save your life. 
 
If you are in a motorboat/narrow boat you should wear a lifejacket.  Accidents can 
happen to anyone regardless of experience.  
  
Fitting 
Loose-fitting life jackets may come off in an emergency or be a hindrance in the 
water.  Make sure your jacket is a snug fit and use a crotch strip if fitted.   The 
manual inflation toggle should be easy to reach. 
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Storage 
Life jackets should be stored in a warm, dry place but away from direct heat or 
sunlight.  Hang them up on racks or hooks and never leave them compacted in a bag 
or box.  Allow to air-dry naturally. 

 

Maintenance 
Check your jacket for obvious signs of damage and that the gas bottle is correctly 
fitted every time you wear it.  Inflate it at least once a year to test for leaks.  Get it 
serviced regularly by an approved retailer at least once every 3 years.  Repairs must 
be performed by the manufacturer and a maintenance log kept. 
 
Recommended specification:  Minimum 150N capacity; includes a crotch strap: Self-
inflating. 
 
Note:  a buoyancy aid is no replacement for a self inflating life jacket - a buoyancy 
aid does not keep your face above water if you are unconscious. 
 

....................................................................... 
 

 

CALOR GAS SAFETY ISSUE? 

Boaters are asked to check any 6Kg Calor Gas cylinders they may have to see if they are 
from a batch which might rupture causing a sudden release of explosive propane gas. 

A small number of 6kg Calor Lite® cylinders have been found to be showing signs of 
premature internal deterioration which over time could potentially lead to a gas escape. 

The Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) is supporting Calor Gas Ltd to alert any boaters to the 
immediate product recall on all 6kg Calor Lite® cylinders manufactured between 2008 – 
2011 inclusively. Any 6kg Calor Lite® cylinders manufactured in 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011 
must be returned to any 6kg Calor Lite® retail outlet immediately. 

Boaters can find the nearest 6kg Calor Lite® retail outlet by using the ‘Find-a-Stockist’ 
facilities to be found at www.calor.co.uk/recall.  Those returning a cylinder from the critical 
period, will be given a free full replacement 6kg Calor Lite ®cylinder. Cylinders manufactured 
outside of this date range are unaffected and safe to use. 

Also cylinders from 2008-11 that have already been checked do not need returning. These 
are marked with a hole punched into the flat metal tare disc that sits on top of the cylinder 
just below the valve. The date of manufacture of the cylinder can be found in two places on 
the cylinder base ring:  Adjacent to the words 'Property of Calor Gas Ltd' there is a box in 
which there are two letters, then two numbers which denote the year of manufacture ie 08, 
09, 10 or 11, followed by one letter. 
 

In addition, at the very bottom of the base ring the third row of text shows the date of 
manufacture ie 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011. 
 
Further information can be found at www.calor.co.uk/recall and a dedicated 6kg Calor 
Lite® team can be called on 0800 783 4141. 

 

......................................................................... 

http://www.calor.co.uk/recall
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THE GARDNER ENGINE RALLY 

 
Some will have heard mention of “the Gardener engine rally” and wondered what the 

crews of N.B. Magic and N.B. Saul find so interesting in powered horticulture. Others 

will have heard “the Gardner engine rally” and suddenly felt a yawn tighten their jaw. 

For three S. B. C. crews, the GARDNER engine rally, held every two years, is a 

destination to be included in the boating calendar.   

So what do Gardner engines have to do with narrow boats? Historically not a lot. I’m 

fairly certain that none of the commercial working narrow boat fleets used Gardner 

engines. However, for today’s leisure boats, Gardner’s 2 and 3 cylinder engines make 

great power plants for those wanting to capture something of the feel of a working 

narrow boat or simply appreciate a fine engine. 

Gardner’s fame and fortune was centred around road transport (typically 4, 5, 6 and 8 

cylinder engines). However, their 2 and 3 cylinder engines were used in any number of 

applications. Consequently, the Gardner Engine Rally is a gathering of lorries, tractor 

units, busses, coaches, cars, narrow boats, and stationary engines. The 2015 rally was 

held a Bugsworth Basin, on the Peak Forest canal. It’s a stunning location at the foot of 

the Pennines and provides the necessary combination of moorings, adjacent parking for 

heavy road vehicles and a pub. 

For the exhibit owners the rally is a chance to meet up with friends and appreciate the 

skill, effort and ingenuity lavished on their exhibits. The event also attracts plenty of 

day visitors and as there’s been talk of the 2017 rally venue being further South I’m 

hoping S.B.C. members may be potential visitors.  

To get the best out of the day I’ve prepared a Gardner engine Bluffers Guide. 

 

10 VISITOR ETIQUETTE SUGGESTIONS 

 

Rule 1. Do not ask “Is it a Lister?”. Many seem to find this question irresistible but it’s 

just plain wrong on about every level at this event. 

Rule 2. If the engine you’re looking at is painted dark green and topped with polished 

brass covers the chances are you’re probably looking in the engine room of a visiting 

boat that’s not part of the rally. Do not ask “Is it a Gardner?”. The owner could find 

this question offensive.  

Rule 3. If the engine you’re looking at is black with a something that looks like a kettle 

on top you’re looking in the galley side hatch and this boat has an Aga. 

Rule 4. Boat owners love their engines so much that most install them between the 

bathroom and bedroom. One regular attendee at these rallies has installed the engine 

in the galley. Take care not to confuse it with the Aga as it’s viewed from the same side 

hatch. 

Rule 5. Gardner engines always look this clean! They never need polishing and don’t leak 

oil so if you happen to catch anyone cleaning or polishing their engine avert your eyes. 

The trick is to look back just as they are finishing, noticing you looking they’ll probably 

pretend they’ve a handkerchief in their hand and be obliged to blow their nose 

with the oily rag and it goes without saying, do not comment on their oily nose. 
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Rule 6. Take care after lunch in the near-by pub. The polished copper pipework around 

some of the engines is reminiscent of a brewery. Guard against the temptation to ask 

the barman for a pint. These boats aren’t licensed and in any case you’re most probably 

not talking to a barman.    

Rule 7. If by some accident, you ask a suitably informed question be prepared for a 

dissertation that may take an hour or so. It’s OK to send a runner for refreshments at 

any point.  

Rule 8. A safe question that could impress is “Is this an L2, LW or LK”. In the off 

chance the owner doesn’t appear to understand the question check the boat you’re 

looking at is actually part of the rally.   In the event the owner knows the answer send a 

runner for refreshments. 

Rule 9. Asking why the engine isn’t under the rear deck will probably dismay all 

concerned.  

Rule 10.  Know your exhaust notes. 

Ker-Dunk.  Ker-Dunk.  Ker-Dunk  =  a 2 cylinder engine.  

Bu-ba-da. Bu-ba-da. Bu-ba-da = a 3 cylinder engine.   

Bu-ba-bi-der. Bu-ba-bi-der. Bu-ba-bi-der  = a 4 cylinder engine. 

Brrrrrrrrrrrrgh. Brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgh = The person next to you is suddenly feeling 

chilly and it’s probably about to rain.  Head back to the pub. 
 

Thank you John - I am now keen to put Rule 10 to the test!   Editor. 
 

........................................................................................ 
 
 

 

Visit to Bennington 
Lordship 

 
Back in February, Graham, 
Pauline, Robbie and Sue spent an 
enjoyable Sunday afternoon 
wandering around the grounds of 
Bennington Lordship looking at 
the beautiful snowdrops, 
hellebores and other spring 
flowers.  
 
We succumbed to an early lunch 
of homemade soup in the village 
hall before we went in and ended 
our visit with homemade cakes & 
tea before going home - lovely! 
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GENERAL WATERWAYS NEWS 

 

Just under 30,000 boats were recorded on CRT canals and waterways this 
March, up about 3% on 2014. There were 1361 licence evaders, slightly up on 
last year. The national boat count also paints a picture of the changing 
numbers of boats across the country. London, for example, has seen an 
increase of 291 boats sighted year-on-year, equivalent to more than five boats 
arriving every week. 

 

 

In total CRT has 243 powered craft, 162 hoppers, 53 dinghies and 50 pods including tugs and 
dumb barges, both wide and narrow beam.  At present craft are allocated under each CRT 
region or waterways and the utilisation rate of many boats is extremely low.  

CRT is taking a new approach to the deployment of its workboat fleet, reorganising the 
workboats into a nationally managed resource, and has asked The Inland Waterways 
Association to work with its staff to assist with the inspection and moving of craft. The IWA 
volunteers will provide the necessary knowledge and skills, as well as the national coverage 
required for the work. 

From April 2016 the Trust intends to organise its workboats centrally to co-ordinate the 
fleet on a more strategic basis, and craft will be ‘hired’ to the regional maintenance and 
construction teams.  It is hoped that this will lead to more efficient use of the workboats 
across the Trust’s different teams and by volunteers, such as IWA’s volunteer work parties. 
The work will also include IWA volunteers monitoring the condition of craft and reporting 
any potential issues to the Trust which will then be used to develop programmes of repair 
work. 

 
CONTINUOUS CRUISERS WHO DON'T MOVE REFUSED LICENCES 

 

For a couple of years now CRT have been monitoring boat movement patterns of 

over 5000 boats without a home mooring prior to licence renewal. 

 

As from 1 May 2016, CRT will no longer offer 3 month licences to boaters who have 

not moved far enough as continuous cruisers.  Apparently they are going so far as to 

say no licence at all will be issued to those who ignore all the warnings.  

 

CRT say that better communication has resulted with many boaters on short duration 

licences increasing their range of movement while a number have opted to take 

home moorings.   Six month restricted licences may still be offered to those boats 

that are not meeting the movement requirements to allow them a final opportunity 

to show an improvement.  
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Since 1 May 2015 CRT have granted 860 extended stays and equality adjustments for 

boaters without a home mooring.  CRT want  boaters who run into difficulties to 

contact them about their situation to explore a temporary solution. 

 

.................................................................. 

 

Here's a timely reminder and warning to members 
 
  T are no longer ta ing license fees by  irect  ebit, but their email warning of such is  often 
getting filtered as spam.    Consequently a number of boats are finding themselves 
inadvertently unlicensed and the first they know of it is a shirty letter from CRT! 
From our Commodore. 

............................................................... 

 

 

Our marina recently sent this out to us from Warwickshire Police so thought it 

would be of interest to SBC members too.   Editor.  

 

Summer is on its way...hopefully! 

This means more people out and about on our canals 

 

Please take a look at the below tips to secure your boat/ property. 

1. Car alarms are based on 12VDC operation and so are the majority of our 

boats. Therefore a good quality alarm system, appropriately advertised, can be 

a deterrent to a casual thief. Top units will message owners of security breach. 

2. GPS trackers are also a deterrent as the most sophisticated units can 

automatically inform you and the police if your boat moves for any reason. 

3. Disable your engine. 

4. Chain your boat to an appropriate mooring whilst in urban areas. This deters 

those that wish to cast off the boat. Usually considered by the perpetrators as 

a harmless prank, this can be quite distressing if you are the victim. 

5. If it's not possible to use chain or steel rope and a padlock, try heavy-duty 

nylon cable ties. Cable ties clamped round the ropes close to bollards and T 

studs can be very effective at preventing casual casting off. 

6. Fit window guards and bars across entrance doors. An extreme modification 

maybe, but some owners decide is necessary. 
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7. Upgrade all locks to the best quality available and secure hatches and doors 

with heavy-duty internal hasps. 

8. Use cylinder padlocks, such as high security van types, which are harder to 

casually pick than conventional keyed padlocks. 

10. Fit CCTV. 

10. Fit PIR activated security lighting. 

11. Fit a locking fuel tap or a tank alarm. There may be a few hundred pounds 

worth of fuel in your tank! 

12. Don't leave valuable kit on the roof. Thieves rarely break in for it; it's often 

'lifted' from the roof or deck. 

13. Chain up bicycles. Just because they are on your roof or deck does not make 

them impossible to steal. 

In an emergency please call 999, otherwise please call 101 (the national 

police non emergency number). 

Kind regards, 

PC 1672 Rob Davies 

Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Warwick Rural West, 

Warwick Police Station 

Warwickshire Police 

......................................................... 
 

MAY 2016 CAVALCADE 
 

Heard by many thousands of people over the PA at the May Bank 
Holiday Canalway Cavalcade in Craig's dulcet tones: "Various 
engines are used in canal narrowboats and one of our visitors, Mr 
John Milton on his narrowboat 'Lygean', would be pleased to show 
you the BMC 1.5 installation on his boat". 
 
Craig how could you!  Utterly brilliant but will you be looking for a new mooring 
soon?!   Editor. 

 

....................................................... 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2016 

 

 
MONTH DATE EVENT WHO TO CONTACT 

MAY Wed 18 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     

Sue Barrett 
s-r.barrett@ntlworld.com 
Tel no: 01767 835801 

 Sat 28 -  
Mon 30 

Crick Boat Show.  Meeting up 
for coffee at The Moorings, 
West Haddon Rd, Crick 
between 10-11 am before the 
Show.  

George Cutting 
georgecutting@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 651361 

JUNE Wed 15 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     

Sue Barrett 
As above 

 Fri 17 -  
Sun 19  

Stortford Carnival Cruise.    
 

George Cutting 
georgecutting@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 651361 
& Mike Newman 
mike.newman2@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 843358 

 Sat 18 - 
Sun 19 

Stoke Bruerne Festival  

 Sat 25 -  
Sun 26 

Braunston Historic Boat Rally 
 

Sue Barrett 

 Sat 25  AWCC visit to Kew Steam 
Museum.  See final page of the 
Newsletter.   
 
£7.50 per person to Treasurer 
Colin Porter by 31 May.  
Depending on numbers 
interested, an extra £1.00 per 
person (paid on the day) will 
allow for us to have an official 
guide.  
 
To make a booking please 
contact Bob Langley direct but 
send your money to Colin 
Porter.  
 
SBC Account details 
Barclays Bank 
Account 33905802 
Sort code: 20-20-37 

Bob Langley, AWCC Sec 
robert@bobbunty.plus.com 
Tel no: 01707 646876 
 
 
 
See poster at the very end of the 
Stort Reporter for more 
information. 
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JULY Fri 1 -  
Sun 3  

IWA Ware Boat Festival 
 

Banny Banyard 
banny@tesco.net 
Mike Newman 
mike.newman2@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 843358 

 Wed 6 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     
 

 
Sue Barrett 

 Sat 9 Olympic Celebration Cruise - 
See article. 
 
 

Mike Newman 
mike.newman2@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 843358 

AUGUST Wed 10 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     
 

 
Sue Barrett 

 Fri 26 -  
Mon 29 

IWA National Rally, Pelsall,  
West Midlands 

Mike Newman 
mike.newman2@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 843358 

SEPT Wed 21 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     

 
Sue Barrett 

OCT Mon 10 IWA Lea & Stort Branch 
Meeting at the New Inn Pub, 
Roydon. From 8pm. 

Banny Banyard 
banny@tesco.net 
 

 Mon 17 SBC General Meeting at the 
New Inn Pub, Roydon. 8pm 
 

Mike Newman 
mike.newman2@btinternet.com 
Tel no: 01279 843358 

 Wed 26 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     

 
Sue Barrett 

NOV Mon 14 IWA Lea & Stort Branch 
Meeting at the New Inn Pub, 
Roydon. From 8pm. 

Banny Banyard 
banny@tesco.net 
 

 Wed 30 Lunch at the Three Horseshoes, 
Spellbrook. 12 noon onwards. 
Table reserved for 12.30pm.     

 
Sue Barrett 

 
So finally, I hope you have enjoyed reading this issue of the Stort Reporter.  Thank you 

so much for all your contributions which have made this a truly bumper newsletter.   

Please don't stop - keep sending in your articles!  

 

The next edition will be out October/November time.  Don't forget - I am happy to 

receive your articles at any time!       s-r.barrett@ntlworld.com.         Happy boating! 

 

Editor - Sue 
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