
  

- 1 - 

 

 
NEWSLETTER OF THE STORT BOAT CLUB 

Issue 63 - May 2017 
 

Commodore Vice Commodore Treasurer Secretary Committee 
Mike Newman George Cutting Martin Fidler Helen Smith Andy Higgs 
 
A list of committee email addresses can be found on the back page. 

Babs Davis 
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Hello and a warm 

welcome. 

 

How each boating season gets under way 
varies considerably from one year to the 
next.  For many Club Members, 2017 began 
in grand style with a wonderful day's sailing 
trip on Thames Barge Hydrogen from Tower 
Pier on Easter Saturday.  The day was dry 
with a cold breeze but there were blankets 
on board to keep the chill at bay. 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the day and arrived 
home without any travel difficulty (it was 
Easter after all)!  
 
The Club welcomes Martin Fidler and Barb 
Davis on to the Committee.  Well done for 
volunteering and good luck to you both.  
 
And a huge 'thank you' goes to Colin Porter 
as retiring Treasurer for all his hard work 
over many years! 
 
Have a wonderful boating season and please 
do not forget to send in your articles and 
photos for the next edition due out in 
October.        Word format please.  
 
Happy reading.  
Sue - Editor.  

 

SBC Subscriptions 
 

As already mentioned, Martin Fidler is our 
new Treasurer and his home address and 
email are given below:-    
 
Martin Fidler, 9 Penningtons, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts, CM23 4LE. 
martinfidler@btinternet.com. 
 
The annual subscription charge for 2017 has 
increased to £6 per person, so in the 
unlikely event that you haven't as yet paid 
your subs, you can either pay direct into the 
Club Barclays Bank Account no 33905802, 
Sort code 20-20-37, or send Martin a cheque 
payable to the 'Stort Boat Club'.  

 

Committee for 2017 
 
At the Club's AGM on Monday 20th February, the 
following were elected on to the Committee for 
2017:- 
 
Commodore - Mike Newman 
Vice Commodore - George Cutting 
Treasurer - Martin Fidler 
Secretary - Helen Smith 
Membership Secretary - Andy Higgs 
Committee Member - Babs Davis 
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A Word From The Commodore 

 

Firstly, a welcome to new members of the 

Stort Boat Club since last I contributed to the 

Reporter.  I hope your membership of the club 

will be enjoyable and rewarding; of course, 

the more engaged you become with our 

various activities, the more you will benefit 

from that membership so I hope we will see 

you at some of our forthcoming events. 

 

Many SBC members are also members of the 

Lee & Stort Branch of the IWA and some 

attended the April meeting of the branch 

when Feargal Sharkey (of 1980’s pop group 

The Undertones, in case the name rings a bell) 

gave a talk in his capacity as Chairman of 

Amwell Magna Fishery.  I think I speak for 

everyone else who attended in recording that 

this turned out to be totally absorbing and 

informative – far more so than, I expect, we 

were expecting. 

 

In short, fishing rights to the stretch of the 

Lea between Stanstead Abbotts and Ware are 

widely regarded as the best on the river, and 

have been privately owned and zealously 

guarded since medieval times.  Without 

doubt, the most famous exploiter of those 

rights was Izaak Walton who fished near 

Amwell Hill in the seventeenth century and 

gave a vivid account of the time he spent 

there in The Compleat Angler.  Amwell 

Magna Fishery as such began in 1831 when it 

was leased by three gentlemen from London, 

and it can justifiably claim to be the oldest 

angling club in Britain still fishing the same 

water.  Perhaps because of this it is clearly an 

exclusive club which has always listed people 

of great wealth and influence among its 

members, and some of the most amusing 

anecdotes in Feargal’s talk were of incidents 

when that influence was brought to bear 

against petty officialdom.  But if you are 

interested in fishing and fancy joining, don’t 

bother; you’ll be long gone before your name 

reaches the top of the waiting list. 

 

The main point of Feargal’s talk, though, and 

the reason for engaging with the IWA, was to 

appraise us of the constant battle the Fishery 

has fought with the various water authorities 

to maintain water levels in the old River Lea.  

As I write this, having been on my boat at 

Stanstead Lock a couple of days ago and 

noting that the water level there is about 25cm 

(10”) down on normal, this seems to be highly 

pertinent. In essence, the river splits at 

Tumbling Bay on the outskirts of Ware; some 

of the water goes over a control weir and into 

the old river which wends its way down to the 

east of the navigation on the far side of the 

gravel pits / nature reserve and then rejoins 

the water from the navigation below 

Stanstead Lock on the LSCC arm.  So, to 

some extent, the navigation and the Fishery 

have to share the available water, and this has 

the potential to create conflict – especially 

since both has statutory rights to see adequate 

flows maintained.  A huge factor, however, is 

that the Environment Agency grants license to 

Thames Water to extract 10,000,000 litres of 

water per day from the Lea to feed into the 

New River as a water supply to London - 

that’s about 70 lock-fulls.  (I think these 

numbers are right but don’t quote me!).   

 

When the water cycle is in balance that’s 

probably manageable but when rainfall has 

been low, as it has been so far this year, then 

boaters and fishermen are equally liable to 

suffer.  Feargal referred to a monthly report 

by the Environment Agency on water levels 

across the country (see 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

water-situation-local-area-reports  and, in 

particular, the Hertfordshire and North 

London section within this); the February 

report was worrying – the March report which 

has come out since is alarming.  The attached 

map shows there is currently no flow in the 

upper reaches of the various streams that feed 

into the Lea. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-situation-local-area-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-situation-local-area-reports
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So, what were the key messages from this?  I 

think threefold:  One – water is already very 

short in this area; it’s in everyone's interests 

(not least CRT) to start acting accordingly.  

Two – we boaters shouldn’t regard anglers as 

‘the opposition’; we would do best to work 

alongside Amwell Magna in each asserting 

our rights to adequate supply.  Three – the 

supply of water to meet our combined 

requirements is a fraction of that which 

Thames Water extract as a low-cost means of 

supplying their commercial market. 

 

Have a great summer’s boating. 

 

Mike Newman   Commodore, Stort Boat 

Club 

 
 

******************************** 
 
 
 
Next, we have two "unusual" articles from Banny!! 
 
 
Below is a certified transcript of an overheard conversation by our snooping microphone in 
a Barrett Homes household (surveillance courtesy of Trump Electronics Inc & reprinted 
with permission of http://www.barratthomes.co.uk. 
 
Robbie: Good grief, I hear the emergency services Airwave System is being phased out in 
September 2017, not that Tetra (Terrestrial Trunked Radio) was ever that good, I mean, 
only half way between a mobile phone system and a walkie talkie. It’s really old hat 
technology and very poor at mobile data, running at 7.2kbs.I mean 7.2kbs, we had better 
than that at Plessey when I was there. We will lose Coastguard Channels 23, 84, 86 for 
Maritime Safety Information (MSI), at least they are 
leaving 62, 63 & 64, I suppose.  But think of the latency 
with the new system, its push (wait) to talk I mean. . .  

 

Sue: You only ever cruise above the Thames Barrier & 
only ever use VHF14 so do be a dear and get on with the dishes you can visit tomorrow.  
 
 http://www.noonsite.com/Countries/UnitedKingdom/uk-coastguard-vhf-channel-changes-coming-in-2017  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.barratthomes.co.uk/
http://www.noonsite.com/Countries/UnitedKingdom/uk-coastguard-vhf-channel-changes-coming-in-2017


  

- 4 - 

 

 
From the desk of Julian Assange, the Ecuador Embassy London. 
 
As you are aware I am unable to visit you personally, but I can reveal to you that my 
tentacles do stretch out into the waterways around London. I have noticed that the SBC, of 
which I have kept a close eye upon, for some years now appears to be at a cross roads. 
The social secretary of long standing is standing no more. My informant, a certain “Mr 
Mole” (you may check the photograph below as he raises a point of order) assures me that 
a secret vote occurred at a secret venue, hidden from the general public, where a cabal of 
high ranking officials voted a new cutting edge social 
secretary to fill the vacuum. So, so undemocratic.  The 
motion was carried nem com.   
 
I am proud to alert the public at large of these shameful 
proceedings and expose them to the harsh light and 
scrutiny of the Court of Public Opinion. Further, I would 
demand that “Mr Mole” will not suffer the indignities that 
occurred when my friend Edward Snowden who bravely 
revealed the USA iniquities. Remember as Confucius 
says (in translation) “rumour is but truth as yet un-
revealed”. 

 
 
 
 
 

************************************* 
 

SO, WHAT IS THE WEIRDEST THING YOU HAVE SEEN ON THE 

WATERWAYS?  

 
I would be pleased to hear your stories accompanied by any photos.  To start us off  

here's one from Robbie. 

 

ONE-MANNED SUBMARINE LAUNCHED ON THE CANAL 
 

The photo on page 5 was taken back in 1992 while Sue and I were off on our annual 

summer holiday to the Thames.  We were passing through the Hertford Union Canal 

heading into London when we came across the owner.  He told us he had literally just 

launched it, was checking for leaks and then would take it on its first dive!  

 

It was a pity we had a schedule to keep and couldn't stay around because we never 

saw the sub or his owner again.  To this day we cannot say whether his maiden voyage 

was a success or not!! 
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Robbie. 
******************************************* 

 

 

RIVERS LEA & STORT NEWS 
 

If you want to watch the progress of Carpenters Road lock, every 20 minutes a new image is 
shown on a CRT webcam at canalrivertrust.org.uk/carpentersroadlock. 
 
Olympic Park - New Waterway Festival 
 
CRT, London Legacy Development Corporation, St Pancras Cruising Club and the IWA are 
jointly running a major new waterway event with the East London Waterway Festival on 
August Bank Holiday Monday, 28th August 2017. 
 
The event will not only celebrate the local rivers and canals but will focus on the restoration of 
Carpenters Road Lock, a £1.8 million project in the heart of the park.   This is one of the final 
pieces of a 10 year programme to regenerate the Bow Back Rivers.  Carpenters Road Lock had 
the only double radial lock gates in the country. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in the festival, get in touch with 
waterways@queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk. 
 

**************************************** 
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GENERAL WATERWAYS NEWS 

 

COUNTER TERRORISM TELEPHONE NUMBER 

 
If you happen to see anything suspicious and feel it should be reported to the Police, there 
is now a dedicated telephone line to contact the Special Counter-Terrorism Division direct.  
The telephone number is given below and is the same whether we are on land or water:- 
 

 
0800 789321 

 
 

************************************* 
 

 
Daventry Arm  -  On the 11th January 2017, planning permission was granted for the new 

Daventry Canal Arm.  The next phase will involve a more detailed design as well as how to  

fund the scheme.  The new canal will be 1.5 miles long and a new junction will be created on 

the GU near Braunston Tunnel.   Two new locks, then a further four new locks will be built to 

allow boats to cruise to a basin on the outskirts of Daventry Reservoir.  

 

 

Repairs to six Grade II listed lift-bridges on the South Oxford canal has begun. The 

£1m project will be carried out over a three year period and will concentrate on the 

brick and stonework at waterline.  

 

 
Sometime this Spring, CRT is preparing to launch a new set of Boaters Guides 

showing up-to-date navigation information with clear and more colourful maps.  
 
 
Because a driver recently caused around £45,000 damage to a bridge over the Staffs and 

Worcester Canal, CRT are asking motorists to slow down when crossing historic canal bridges 

in their cars (and give a toot on the horn)! 

 

 

CRICK BOAT SHOW - 27 - 29  Don't forget to get in touch with Vice Commodore 

George Cutting if you shall be attending the Crick Boat Show.  (see last page for 

Committee email addresses) 
 

************************************** 
 

 



  

- 7 - 

 

HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES 

 

Most non-native animals and plants that have been introduced to parts of the world outside 
their natural range do not cause any problems in the UK. 
 
However, there are a few species which can cause serious and permanent problems by 
harming local ecosystems because they can be bigger, grow faster and have fewer natural 
predators to control numbers.  
 
An example of this is Floating Pennywort now widespread along the River Stort.  First 
naturalised in 1990 as a result of discarded plants from garden ponds, it can grow up to 
20cm a day and may dominate a section of waterway by forming thick mats and impeding 
water flow.  
 
 
Uruguay Water Primrose  (Ludwigia Grandiflora) 
 
This creeping perennial water plant has large, bright yellow flowers like a primrose.  Likes 
still or slow-flowing water.  Native to South America, plants can produce huge numbers of 
seed per year.    
 

 
 
How to identify water primrose? 
 
Water primrose is best identified by its distinctive flower which is approximately 3cm 
across, bright yellow and has five petals. It lives semi-submerged in still or slow-flowing 
water, with emergent vegetation appearing late in the growing season. Unfortunately, the 
leaves are highly variable and can be long and slender or round and egg shaped 
(see photo).  A species information sheet has been created by the Great Britain Non-
Native Species Secretariat and be can downloaded from their website. 
 
URGENT ACTION IF FOUND IN CANALS, RIVERS & STREAMS  
- do not delay if found.  
 
Send an image to:-  "alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk" with location details.  

 

Also please check out website: "nonnativespecies.org"  and "nnss@apha.gsi.gov.uk"  
for more information. 
 
 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/factsheet/factsheet.cfm?speciesId=2087
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SHOTS PAST AND PRESENT 
 
I took this shot in early Spring 1987 on an Easter Cruise with Broxbourne Cruising Club.  
 

As you can see it was so easy 
to moor up on the bank of the 
Harlow Mill Restaurant 
gardens. 
 
You can see a couple of  
narrowboats in the background 
on the towpath, however, the 
majority of boats in 1987 were 
either fibreglass or wooden 
cruisers. 
 
(Our boat Jaibee III is second 
from the left). 
 
 
 

 
 
Fast forward to 2017. 
 
I took this shot in February this year 
and you can see the difference. 
 
Following an incident involving a 
child many years ago, the Harlow 
Mill owners erected a fence 
(different to the one you now see) 
which did allow us access for awhile 
but as time went on they actively 
discouraged boaters to moor on 
their land.   Consequently the trees 
have well established themselves.    
 
Such a pity but understandable 
nowadays.  

 
Sue  
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America First, America First, America First  
 

 If Trump is right and you voted for him then vote NO to an AGM buffet  

 

 You can still vote for Warren Buffett if he holds your pension portfolio 

 

I would estimate the four
1
  watery organisations that use the New Inn, meet for FREE at the New 

Inn around two dozen times a year, between them.  They have met on a quid pro quo basis for some 

decades, albeit using a room that would otherwise lie empty on a Monday evening.  But it does cost 

the landlady time, effort and money to unlock the room, clean it after our use, provide electric, WiFi 

and heating.  Perhaps we should tell her? 

The four watery organisations are of an aging demographic (the SBC faces do not seem to have 

changed in the last two decades?). The Landlady is an aging demographic, do you want her speech 

to her successor to be “oh that bunch of Monday freeloaders, they come in here, use the room, you 

have to unlock it, clean it, heat it, mates of that barman Ron with his boat at Hallingbury . . . “. 

 

What is the going rate for a private function room? Can we say £48 an hour for simplicity? Two 

dozen meetings for two hours for two dozen£ is near two dozen hundred pounds of latent lost 

income. The SBC should be mindful of the cost of the buffet pro rata
2
 but does it make sense to 

spend money on room hire when money spent on a buffet pays at least lip service to the generosity 

of the New Inn for providing the room? 

 

Yes you can be the first to vote for SBC First, but you may not be thanked for taking the I’m All 

Right Jack
3
 approach by the wider boating brigade, pull up the drawbridge behind you, go for short 

termism if you really must, but be so very careful what you wish four.
4
 

 

 

keep the members coming,  

 

 

keep meeting on Wednesdays 
  

 

Keep the sensible sized buffet 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
1
 You forgot CBP? 

2
 Don’t just vote for Rata, Vote, for retaining the buffet 

3
 Peter Sellers 1959 available on DVD from Amazon from £3.59 

4
 Yes Four, you have already forgotten footnote 1? 
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A LEISURELY SUNDAY 

AFTERNOON  

 
Graham and Pauline Riley, Peter and 

Valerie Hodges & Robbie and Sue Barrett 

had an enjoyable stroll around the Gibberd 

Garden on Sunday 26 February 2017 

viewing the snowdrops, hellebores, winter 

aconites, early minature daffodils and 

various sculptures scattered around the 

grounds. 

 

A tasty bowl of soup and a roll together 

with homemade cakes and tea in their 

tearoom certainly warmed us all up nicely 

on a cold but dry afternoon.  

 

Sue  
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MORE WATERWAYS NEWS 
 
Cavalcade 2017  -  Several members of SBC, including both our Commodore Mike 

Newman  and Vice Commodore George Cutting, attended this year's IWA Canalway 

Cavalcade at Little Venice over the early May Bank Holiday.  "Waterway Tales" was the 

theme of this year's pageant.   The event included a parade of decorated boats, a boat 

handling competition and a procession of illuminated boats.   

 
 
CRT has decided to update some of their terms for staff roles - 
The Enforcement Team become Boat Licence Customer Support 
Enforcement Supervisors become Licence Support Supervisors 
Enforcement Officers become Licence Support Officers 
Boating Co-ordinators become Licence Support Advisors 
Data Collectors become Licensing Rangers. 
 
One can only assume they are still doing the same jobs...?!!  
 

 

The Aylesbury Canal Society now has its 2017 edition of the 

Launderette List for sale at a cost of £4.50 including postage and 

packing. 
 

 

Stoke Bruerne Gathering 
IWA Northampton branch is hosting its boat gathering on the GU at Stoke Bruerne over 
Fri 19 - Sun 21 May.    Boat entry forms are available to download from:- 
waterways.org.uk/Northampton. 
 

 

The weekend of Sat 20 and Sun 21 May the 24th Rickmansworth Festival will be held.   

Run entirely by volunteers of the Rickmansworth Waterways Trust with support of Three 

Rivers District Council and CRT, the Festival attracts 100+ boats including historic craft.  

More information can be found at www.rwt.org.uk 

 

 

Be alert:    On Saturday 22 April two males, wearing Canal & River Trust 

style uniform  (including Trust high vis jackets), boarded a craft moored at 

Three Mills visitor mooring and tried to steal several items, along with 

damaging the craft.  Suspects made off when challenged and the Police 

were called.  Please note that all CRT staff should carry photographic ID.  

If you’re unsure of anyone purporting to be from the Trust then do call 

0303 040 4040 and check their credentials with CRT Customer Services. 
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CLUB AND WATERWAYS EVENTS 

2017 

 

19 - 21 May 
 

Stoke Bruerne Boat Gathering 

20 - 21 May 
 

24th Rickmansworth Festival  

Fri 26 - Sun 28 May 
 

POSTPONED 
See August Bank Holiday 

Cruise around Bow Back Waters.  Carpenters Road Lock 
opening.  Register your interest by sending your boat 
name and index number direct to:- 
waterways@londonlegacy.co.uk 
 

Sat 27 - Mon 28 May 
 

Crick Boat Show.  Contact George Cutting if you are 
attending.  

Sat 17 - Sun 18 June Bishops Stortford Town Carnival and Boat Gathering. 
Our Vice Commodore, George Cutting will be co-
ordinating this event.  georgecutting@btinternet.com. 

Sat 24 - Sun 25 June 
 

Historic Boat Show, Braunston. 
 

Fri 30 June - Sun 2 July IWA Ware Festival.  Boat entry forms can be obtained 
from the "IWA Lee and Stort Boat Entry Festival" 
website. 

Sat 26 - Mon 28 August 
 

Cruise Around Bow Backwaters - having been 
postponed from earlier in the year.   Contact 
waterways@queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk. 
for more information.  

Sat 16 - 17 September Open House London. 
Great buildings of all types are opened up to the general 
public free of charge.  

Sat 16 - 17 September 
 

Thames Sailing Barge Parade 
See poster on next page for more details. 

Monday 16 October 
  

SBC General Meeting. 8pm. New Inn Pub, Roydon.  

 

 

2018 - Advanced Notice 

 

Fri 25 - Mon 28 May 
 

Tall Ships Liverpool 2018 
Start of Liverpool to Biscay Tall Ships Regatta arriving in  
Bordeaux, France. 

Fri 11 - Mon 14 July 
 

Tall Ships Sunderland 2018 
The Tall Ships Race 2018 from Sunderland heads east to 
Esbjerg, Denmark before cruising north to Norway and 
finale in The Netherlands.  
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**************************************** 
 

 

 

OUR EASTER 2017 CLUB CRUISE ON "HYDROGEN"  
 

Saturday 15th April started well for us as we joined Janet and Roy for a hearty breakfast 
at The Tower Hotel in London.  We had found a great hotel deal for staying the night 
before so thought that would be an ideal way to not only ensure we were in London but 
only a short walk away from the Tower Millennium Pier on Saturday morning. 
 
Some guests and members had all ready arrived when we reached Tower Pier and it was 
not long before we had the full complement of 50 passengers. 
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Even though I knew Hydrogen 
had a specific slot to come 
through Tower Bridge I was  
quietly relieved to see the 
spans of the bridge rise and 
Hydrogen sailing through.  
 
I decided to distribute 
boarding passes to everyone 
as there were a few faces I 
didn't know and I am so glad I 
did, because the tourists 
mingling amongst us on the 
pier thought they could come 
board too! 

 
Once on board Skipper Paul 
gave us a safety talk 
followed by a few 
obligatory group 
photographs before we 
gently moved away from 
the pier - we were off! 
 
As we approached Tower 
Bridge the spans rose and 
we all waved to the tourists 
looking down upon us.  
Wapping, Limehouse, 
Canary Wharf went by and 
at Greenwich, moored 
away from the Royal Naval College, were several Tall Ships.  On reaching Royal Arsenal 
we found more Tall Ships moored against the pier.  Our skipper Paul said that we would 
most probably see a number of them out and about on our return journey and indeed we 
did.  

 
From the remarks I have 
received, the consensus of 
opinion is that it was 
another fabulous day out 
and despite it getting a little 
chilly, blankets were 
available to help ward off 
the cool breeze.  The day 
was dry and we even saw 
the sun.   
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The catering on board was 
as splendid as always and 
the hot lunch helped to 
ward off the chill of the 
day (also helped by being 
downstairs in the warm)!   
 
I have written to Topsail 
Charters, on behalf of the 
Club, to thank them for 
such a wonderful day out.    
 
Sue & Robbie. 
 

 

 

 

************************************** 
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