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Hello and welcome. 
Having an outdoor pursuit could easily put me off 

boating when the weather is genuinely inclement, 

so I really do hope you have cruised far and wide 

and enjoyed your time spent exploring, even 

though on a regular basis the weather ensured the 

canals and rivers were well topped up with water! 

 

In this issue you may well raise an eyebrow in 

despair or keep a watchful eye out for the local 

ghosts after reading Mimi's articles.  More shots, 

both past and present will take you back a few 

years as well as details on some local ram raids in 

the last few weeks! 

 
I will finish off by saying how nice it was to see 20 

members at our second mid-week lunch on 

Wednesday 7 October at the Coach & Horses pub 

in Bishops Stortford.   Check out the diary dates 

further on in this issue.        Editor. 

 

SHOTS PAST AND PRESENT 
Sheering Mill Lock as we know it today. 

In May 1987 the view looked very different. 
 
The above photo of Sheering Mill Lock shows 
the Lawrence timber yards, although by then 
they were either closed or closing down.  You 
might be wondering what was going on?  I know 
essential repairs were needed on the paddle 
gear (note Robbie's tool case).  The paddle gear 
had not seated properly and it prevented the 
water levels to balance and we were stuck in the  
lock (our boat is at the back), so it was all hands 
on deck (mostly Robbie's I recall)! 
 
A short while after this was taken, we were 
moving out of the lock and emptying it for several 
Broxbourne Cruising Club boats following us.  
Mobile phones were not around of course and I 
doubt whether there were any working telephone 
boxes in the near vicinity to ring BWB as it was 
in those days!   Hence the DIY. 
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As promised, we now have Part 2 of Mimi's very informative article on Stanstead Abbotts.  
 

STANSTEAD ABBOTTS  
 
Ghosts - Being an old village there are no 
doubt many stories of haunting and ghosts, but 
one sighting I know of was in The Lea Valley 
Regional Park Marina.  Near the slip-way was a 
little iron bridge where a friend kept his boat.  
One night he awoke to see a little girl in 
Victorian dress standing near his bed.  They say 
she fell off the bridge and drowned.  Ghosts 
have also been reported in the Red Lion, the 
second oldest building in the village, one of 
them was a lady in white being restrained by 
two men. 
 
At the top of the High Street is the 17th century two storey Clock House with its bell tower. The 
school was founded by Sir Edward Baesh as a free grammar school for the sons of inhabitants in 
1635. Later it became a library. Throughout the years it has been much altered and repaired, but is 
now a private dwelling (see top of picture). 
 
On the opposite corner In the middle of the village is the Red Lion Inn built in 1538 century.  It was 
originally built as a monastery before turning into a Coaching Inn.  The outside has hardly changed 
(see picture). 
 
Opposite the Red Lion was another pub, The Pied Bull, 
converted in recent years to two houses.  This was the first 
place Richard took me on a date. 
 
In the centre of the village is the Lord Louis which now 
houses a Thai restaurant.  I worked in here in the early 70s 
when it was a restaurant called the Coach & Horses.  At 
weekends there would be cabarets where I met many a 
famous person, including Diana Dors who arrived in her little 
Rolls Royce, Roger de Courcey with Nookie Bear, Sir Edmund Hockeridge, Mike Reid and many 
more.  After the show, we would all sit down together and have supper.  During the week and some 
weekends Gerry Ham would play the organ.  This is where I got my love for the instrument and from 
then on I saved every penny towards buying one. 

 
At the bottom of Cat's Hill are Edward Baesh's almshouses, 
which were built by the terms of his will proved in 1653. The 
building consists of six brick cottages of two stories under one tiled 
roof which still retain the original door-posts and moulded oak 
window frames.  Originally the roof was thatched.  Going up Cats 
Hill, on the right is Netherfield House which was once the home 
of Sir Charles Booth (gin magnate).  Later it was used as a 
Salvation Army home for elderly gentlemen. 
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To the south east of the village heading towards Roydon, built on a 
hillside above the River Lea is St James Church which was 
constructed about 1578.  The village started life high on the hilltops 
at Stanstead Bury because a thousand years or so ago the valley 
was a swamp and unfit for building.  Gradually the river was tamed 
and housing and businesses emerged in the valley below. 
 
 
For seven centuries its embattled buttressed tower was a steering point for those on the water and a 

way mark for travellers on the ancient route to London. The church’s 
interior has been unspoiled since Georgian times.  It contains rather 
high box pews and a three-decker pulpit. 
 
A second church, St Andrews was built in 1881 in Cappell Lane 
taking over the duties of St James which saved the villagers the long 
trek up Cats Hill.  

 
Near St James church is the 
manor-house of Stanstead Bury 

currently owned by the Trowers.  The house contains an unusual 
mixture of architectural styles.  The house and gardens are open to 
groups by arrangement. Tel  01279 793171 and ask for Mrs Jonathan 
Trower. 
 

 
In the north west of the parish is Easneye Wood and Lodge.  In 
1532 the farm and the manor was granted to Anne Boleyn.  The 
estate was finally acquired by Thomas Buxton who built the present 
house.  The main 
entrance to what is now 
the All Nations 
Christian College was 
used as the entrance to 

the school in the "St Trinians" film made in the early 50s 
“Blue Murder”.  The house stands in about 133 acres and 
offers some wonderful walks. 

 
The village has two nearby Locks, Stanstead Lock (No 4) on the River Lee Navigation which is close 
to the villages of Stanstead Abbotts and St Margaret's. The lock incorporates a rare example of 
a swing-bridge and has the reputation of being one of the country's most difficult to negotiate as you 
have no doubt found out. 
 
Apparently during WWII the Home Guard camped by the lock where they would practice their duties. 
 
Heading towards Ware is Hardmead Lock (No 3). located in Holly Cross Road which still comes 
under Stanstead Abbotts,  To the east of the lock is Amwell Nature Reserve and a section of the Old 
River Lea known as the Amwell Magna Fishery where it merges with its tributary, the River Ash. 
 
Thank you Mimi. 
Editor.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Nations_Christian_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Nations_Christian_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Trinians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Lee_Navigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanstead_Abbotts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanstead_St_Margarets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swing-bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Lea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amwell_Magna_Fishery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Ash,_Hertfordshire
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News around the Waterways 

 

THE Canal & River Trust is seeking an operator to run a trip boat service and take 

on the management of the Stratford Waterfront pontoon within the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park.  Having been cleaned, repaired and rejuvenated as a 

legacy of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Trust and the London 

Legacy Development Corporation are now seeking ways to get the most out of the 

Park’s waterways for future generations. 

(No mention of residential moorings - I wonder why?!  Editor) 

 
 
Moo Canoes who are based under the arches in Limehouse Basin now have a 
permanent floating café in the Basin close to the entrance to the Grand Union 
Canal.  
 
 

BRITISH Waterways Marinas Ltd (BWML) is offering deals for winter moorings this year, 

with contracts from as little as £35 per metre for continuous cruisers who need the 

security and benefits of a berth during the winter months.  Contracts of between three 

and six months are available, with four and five month contracts calculated pro-rata at 

the six month rate. With most rates reduced by 10% off the normal prices these 

represent good value. This offer is applicable to new BWML customers only, and the 

latest contract expiry date is 31st March 2016. 

 

Sometime during September/October ABSEILERS were in action to carry out an aerial 

inspection of the ‘Cathedral of the Canals’ – the Anderton Boat Lift, a scheduled ancient 

monument near Northwich.  The 80 foot tall structure dates from 1875 and lifts canals boats 

50 feet between the River Weaver and the Trent & Mersey Canal. It was fully restored to 

working order in 2002 in a £7 million project. 

 
 
THE Canal & River Trust's operations and asset management director Vince Moran 
has announced he plans to retire in early 2016 after 18 years service.   He said; “I’ve 
loved my time on the waterways and it’s been a great privilege to have helped with 
their development and improvement. The formation of the Trust is a particular source 
of pride and I look forward to seeing it go from strength to strength. 
  
 
Waterways Heritage Report Published - A new report published on 11 September 2015 

highlights the significant progress made to safeguard and protect England and Wales’ 

waterway heritage, with 85% of historic structures classed as being in good condition or 

better. 
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CRT Licence Dept - When renewing their annual boat licence several 
boaters appear to have received an eleven months licence from CRT 
instead of the usual twelve months.  Unfortunately for one man it required 
2 phone calls, 4 emails and a wait of 3 weeks before he was issued with the 
correct 12 month licence!    
(Let's hope they get their act together before we all need to renew ours.  Editor) 
 
 

TV Licence Inspectors Target Boaters (at long last!)  - The TV Licensing authority has begun a 
campaign to check that canal boaters watching TV have licences.  TV Licensing authority 
agents are now walking towpaths with hand-held detectors.  They will cross-check 
information against the licence database, attempt to question the boater and line them up 
for a fine of up to £1000 if they prove to be unlicensed.   The campaign is in co-operation 
with CRT and is said to be aimed at live aboard boaters.   
    
 

At least three cruisers have caught fire on the Thames during the summer 

months.  Rumour has it that the Boat Safety Check is going to be reviewed 

because of this. 
 

Staying on the Thames, be extra vigilant and careful the next time you visit the Thames 

as planned changes to procedures at Thames Locks could threaten lives.  

Lock/Weir Keepers are being told not to tackle fires.  The existing fire extinguishers are 

being removed and replaced with a single 1 kilo unit that would be inadequate to help 

put out a fire in a boat.   In addition the ladders kept on the lock-side are being 

withdrawn because of their weight despite the fact that for the past 40 years they have 

helped boaters climb out having fallen into a lock.  If someone does fall in then there 

will be no option but to dial 999 for the emergency services which does not bode well if 

a child or an OAP fell into a lock chamber as every 10 minutes or so delay could likely 

result in a death.   

The EA said all powered boats on the Thames are required to carry fire extinguishers 

under the Boat Safety Scheme so basically - “Boaters are primarily responsible for their 

own safety, and enter our lock sites at their own risk."    

The agency said: ”We don’t require or expect our staff to put themselves at risk by 

attempting to put out a fire on a boat and don’t provide any equipment or training for 

this purpose." 

“Our staff are not members of an emergency service and we don’t expect them to 

behave as though they are.  If a boat catches fire in one of our locks their instructions 

are clear: they must immediately call the emergency services and then provide 

whatever assistance they can to get people away from the fire without putting 

themselves, or others, at risk.  That is all." 

******************************************************* 
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RAM  RAIDERS TARGET 

STANSTEAD ABBOTTS 
 

Mon 5 October 2015 

 

First it was Roydon -  now it's our 

very own Stanstead Abbotts Co-op 

being ram raided by thieves using a 

JCB. 

 

 

 
What a mess! 

 

The thieves then moved on into 

Bedfordshire as the villages of 

Gamlingay and Biggleswade were ram 

raided. 

 

 

************************* 

 

 

 

 

SAD END TO AN HISTORIC WAREHOUSE 

Sunday 4 October 2015 

  

For those who have visited Gloucester Docks this is indeed a sad end to one of 

the very last buildings to be developed in Gloucester Docks which has recently 

been brought down to ashes and rubble.    
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Mimi and Richard's 2015 Summer Boating Mishaps! 
 
À gauche - We are on the Regents Canal approaching Camden Locks and move 
over to the right for an oncoming craft.  Eh, he started manoeuvring his workboat 
boat towards us until I could move over no more.  He finally swerved to his right and 
shouted in a French accent “you should keep to the left”.  A lesson learned.  Voilà!  I 
was told he’s a bit mad but harmless. 
 
Tug boat Annie - In Casio, two ladies pulled a boat into the lock by hand – this task 
took about 20 minutes but then we’ve never known one to fit through the gate 
sideways!.  Once they were in it, they didn’t move over to let me in so, with just one 
lock gate open, Richard had to go round to open the second gate and I duly cruised 
in alongside gently nudging their boat over.  One of the girls stood at the top hanging 
onto the rope for dear life, leaning back, putting all her weight into it and looking 
rather stressed, whilst the other tried to shut the gate but couldn’t as they hadn’t 
moved the boat forward enough to clear.  After a couple of minutes, I politely said 
“you need to pull your boat forward” to have my ears bitten off and receive a glare.  If 
that wasn’t funny enough, when Richard asked them if they had a problem with the 
engine or something, they replied, “Only men should drive boats and women have to 
pull them by rope as they have more control that way.”  Uhm, we never knew that, 
yet another lesson learned.  Needless to say, we shot out of that lock out of turn  to 
get to the next one as we just couldn’t face doing the rest of the journey with them – 
haven’t got that much patience.  Maybe they thought it was a “tug” boat. 
 
Hurry Up Harry - Two boats came out of a lock whose crew hadn’t spotted us so 
apologised for closing the gate.  I pulled over to let Richard alight but before he could 
get to the lock, the gate closed and this guy started filling the lock for his boat on the 
other side.  Richard mentioned that it was our lock but instead of apologising he 
stated he was in a hurry.  Richard explained boating is not for “in a hurry”.  The 
boater then started to panic and doing it all wrong including letting the windlass go 
which  flew up in the air narrowly missing his face and nearly ending up in the cut.  
He exclaimed, with exasperation in this voice, that it was the only one he’d got.  We 
kind of had wicked thoughts and not only that, we had spare ones on board which 
we could have sold him - at a price!  Didn’t like to say that had we gone in first, he 
would only have had half the work to do and in the long run it would have been 
quicker, so on that note, we had the last laugh.  And no, Richard didn’t help him but 
just stood there watching him struggle. 
 
On yer bike for a Topple Tipple - Coming into Berkhamsted, a group of Lycra clad 
cyclists were having a beer at a canal-side pub.  All their bikes were stood against 
the rails of the ladder (5 bikes in total), so had we wanted to climb up and get off, we 
couldn’t.  The guy we shared the lock with did need to, but fortunately he was on the 
other side and used those steps.  Two other drinkers were sitting on the beam 
throughout the operation making it difficult for climbing down the step off the beam 
as they made no attempt to move.  Our companion boater struggled to push the gate 
open as it was heavy and with them still sitting on it ignoring him.  Did they help?  Of 
course they didn’t; they didn’t even get off the beam.  At this point I, of course, had to 
help out and the best way was to nudge the gate with the bows of the boat.  Two 
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pints of beer were just grabbed in time as they wobbled on the beam and the pair 
sitting on the beam jumped with fright.  Don’t say I could have warned them – it was 
much more fun not doing so.  Wicked me. 
 

Few classic questions from 3 teenage Mancunian girls 

Starting with Richard at the lock… 

 “How much to buy one of those?”  The answer was followed by “But that’s twice the 

price my dad paid for our ‘ouse”. 

“Should you leave your wife on the boat alone?”  “Yes,” says he patiently, “she’s 

going down with the boat”.  Her response… “Oh like a submarine.”  Glug!  Close the 

hatches! 

My turn next...    

"Is there water inside the boat"?  Uhm, me thinks, do I look wet?  

"How do you get food"?  I asked, "Where do you get yours"?  She said, "The shops"!  

“Well” says I, "you've just answered your own question".   

"Where do you put food?” How about "the cupboards and fridge." I replied.... that did 

cause a questionable confused look on her over made-up face. 

"How do you get the food onto the boat"?  Now that's a real intelligent question.  As I 

pointed out, Richard was off the boat at this moment and when we are by land or 

even in the lock one can step on and off.  

"Are you scared being on a boat"?  Dear me, shiver me timbers “GET ME OUT OF 

HERE.” 

“You don’t sleep in there.” she said, peering into the engine room.  (If her house is 

half the price of our boat then it must be a shed and not much bigger than our engine 

room). 

Finally, this is where I really had to control myself..... Richard was doing the paddles 

to let the water out of the lock when she let out a gasp and with a horrified look on 

her face screamed "you're sinking!” Glug and glug again! 

Bit of luck she didn’t see me on the other side of the lock and the bridge as the water 

ran away and the boat became well tilted and stuck.  I guess she would have had a 

girly faint.  Richard had to go back up to the lock and flush the boat through.  Bit of 

luck they were no longer there. 

 

Oh dear - well you can only look forward to going through it all again next year..... only 

joking Mimi and Richard!   I really felt for you reading about the gongoozlers you met!     

Editor. 

 

 

 

******************************************************************** 
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STORT  BOAT  CLUB  EVENTS 
 
MONDAY 26 OCTOBER 

Monday 26 Oct is the date for our next SBC General Meeting at the New Inn 

Pub, Roydon.   8pm.    See you there! 

 

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

The AWCC will be hosting a social at Hillingdon Cruising Club, next to Uxbridge 

Boat Centre on Saturday 14 November.   Refreshments, skittles, darts, etc.  

Time 7.45 pm.   Nominal charge for food.   Contact Graham Riley by end October 

if you wish to attend (or book in with Graham at the General Meeting). 

 

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 

We have a visit on Sunday 15th November to the indoor model railway at 

Broxbourne followed by lunch in The Crown Pub.    Contact Pauline Riley for more 

details.  

 

SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER  

Saturday, 5th December 2015 sees the Club celebrate its 21st Annual 

Christmas Dinner at the Salisbury Arms Hotel, Hertford.  Menu choices need to 

be with Pauline by this Saturday 24th October and full payment to Colin is also 

required by the same date.    Please refer to Pauline's email dated 8th October. 

 

 

2016 
 

8 - 17 JANUARY is when the London Boat Show will be on at Excel. 

 

WED 13 JANUARY is the date for the next mid-week lunch.  Venue - Three 

Horseshoes at Spellbrook.   Reservations to Sue asap.  

 

MON 15 FEBRUARY is the date for our 22nd AGM at the New Inn Pub, 

Roydon.  From 8pm.  Buffet available afterwards.  

 

SAT 12 MARCH Springtime "bring a plate of food to share" social evening with 

a guest speaker (tbc) at Roydon Village Hall.  7.30pm.  In addition to the 

savouries and desserts please supply your own plates, cutlery, glasses, nibbles 

and refreshments.    Food liaison is through Pauline.  
 

*********************************************************************** 
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SBC WINDOW STICKERS 

 
If anyone hasn't had their two free window boat stickers that were issued last 

year for the Club's special 20th Anniversary, please contact Sue Barrett who 

will gladly supply them.  
 
 

 
HELP WANTED CHECKING BOAT MOVEMENT IN STANSTEAD 
ABBOTTS 
 
If there is anyone who lives in Stanstead or thereabouts who would be willing 
to help, please contact Paul.Strudwick@waterways.org.uk 
 

 
 

Useful Numbers 
 
 

Nanni Dealer A R Peachment 
Norwich 

01603 714077 

BMC Dealer Calcutt Boats Ltd 
Napton 

01926 813757 

Eberspächer dealer 
 

Colchester Fuel Injection 
Colchester 

01206 862049 

Eberspächer dealer 
 

Carwood Motor Units  
Coventry  

02476 449533 

Chandlery Ely Boat Chandlers 
Waterside, Ely 

01353 663095 

Limehouse Lock  
 

 020 7308 9930 

Canal and River Trust  0303 040 4040 
 

24 hr Pollution Incident Line  0800 80 70 60 
 

Swan Sanctuary (Southern 
England)    

 01932 240790 
 

RSPCA Emergency  
    

 03001 234 999 
 

Dumped Trolley Hot Line  
    

 01923 201120 
 

Report a crime in progress in 
London 

Always get a reference crime 
number. 

Dial 999 or 101 and 
ask for "Operation 
Kraken". 

        

mailto:Strudwick@waterways.org.uk

