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Hello and a warm welcome
At the end of May the crew from
Aloysius and Cornmill set off with good
intentions heading for the Llangollen
Canal only to realise we were not going
to reach our destination in the allotted
time we had available. Our change of
plan actually turned out to be a wise
move as Robbie and I had to purchase
four new domestic batteries.

to be troublesome but at least lasted
until we had returned to our marina.
So it was an unexpectedly expensive
holiday for us and Roy & Janet this year
but hope that your cruising plans were
incident free and with no major
expenses.
Happy reading.
Sue
PS Just heard Keith & Carole had to buy
new batteries for Water Mist! Any more
members in a similar situation?

Luckily we were due to pass Midland
Chandlers in Penkridge the next day, so
having spent 'loads of money', Robbie
set about fitting the new batteries as
well as soldering new end fittings on to
the inter-connecting cables (with the
help of Roy from Aloysius - see photo).

**********************************
Sue had recently read somewhere that you can
clean the inside of the glass on a solid fuel stove
using a used teabag! What a lot of rubbish I
thought. However, I had nothing to lose so I tried it,
having let the glass cool down first. Much to my
surprise the burnt on muck came off very easy, so
after rubbing with the used teabag and a quick
polish with a paper towel the glass looked as good
as new.
Be warned, I tried it again a few days later and
although it removed a large amount of the brown
stain it did not remove it all, so I had to resort to my
usual method of using a squirt of cream cleaner on
a paper towel. I will try the teabag method again perhaps the first teabag was slightly coarser?
Robbie.

As if to come out in sympathy, a few
days later Aloysius's batteries decided
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COMPLIANCE WITH CLOSED ARCH SIGNS
There has been an increasing number of incidents involving recreational vessels navigating
through Richmond Lock, Weir and Footbridge while the weirs are being lowered or raised. The
most recent incident occurred in May this year, where a Rowing Eight ignored the Closed Arch
Signs at the behest of an accompanying coaching launch while the weir gates were in the
process of being lowered.
This behaviour is extremely dangerous and could result in serious injury. Bridge arches are
closed for a variety of reasons to protect the safety of river users, in the case of Richmond
Footbridge the dangers of navigating a closed arch are:
 Collision with the 32 Ton weir gates being raised/lowered
 Debris falling from the weir as they are being raised/lowered
 Navigational restrictions (No.4 arch in particular).

In the case of closed bridge arches throughout the tidal
Thames, the dangers of navigating a closed arch are:
 Underwater navigational hazards, such as scaffold
poles or sunken objects
 Reduced air draft as a result or equipment or
scaffolding within the arch
 Potential for falling debris
 Subsurface mooring wires/ropes across the arch
 Divers in the water.

The Rules
An arch that is closed to navigation is identifiable by a Closed Arch Sign,
which by day, consists of three red discs 0.6 metres in diameter at the points
of an equilateral triangle with the apex downwards. By night; the signal
changes to three red lights in similar positions to the discs displayed by day.
When this sign is suspended within a bridge arch, you must not proceed
through the arch.
Recipients of this Safety Bulletin are requested to circulate the content widely within their
organisations, including posting on notice boards to heighten all River Users awareness in order
that all can enjoy their activities on the tidal Thames in safety.
BOB BAKER
CHIEF HARBOUR MASTER
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NEWS FROM THE RIVERS
LEA AND STORT

GoBoat London (with the approval of CRT
and the Paddington Partnership) is
providing self drive electric day boats with
prices starting from £55 an hour based
from Merchant Square (also home to
London's first Floating Pocket Park)
forming a new vision for Paddington that
includes a water taxi service, floating
visitor centre and a new cafe barge
launching during the summer 2017.

Following a 10 year transformation
project at East London's Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park costing more than £60
million (as part of the wider regeneration
of the area), 50 boats including some from
SBC joined St Pancras Cruising Club on a
cruise over the August Bank Holiday
around a new three mile Bow Back Rivers
route around the London Stadium
covering the Old River Lea, City Mill River
and St Thomas Creek.

GoBoat will be open until late autumn
from 10am until dusk on a daily basis. The
route these boats will follow is to go along
the Regent's Canal to Little Venice, past
London Zoo down to Camden Lock where
skippers should turn around.

NEWS AROUND THE
WATERWAYS

Tickets are available to book on the
GoBoat
London
website
booking.goboat.co.uk. These boats will
take a maximum of 8 people.

Several members of the Club attended the
annual Canalway Cavalcade over the May
Day Bank Holiday. 140 boats attended
the IWA's 35th Cavalcade around
Brownings Pool at Little Venice.
20
decorated boats took part in the
illuminated parade.

Editor - these boats are taking up 2 or 3 berths
in Paddington Basin previously used by any
visiting narrowboat or cruiser. I imagine that
finding a mooring in the Basin in future will be
extremely difficult.

************************************

************************************

A record number of people attended the
Crick Boat Show held over the Whitsun
May Bank Holiday. Several members of
the Club made the journey to Crick. Next
year's show will be held from 26 - 28 May
2018.

Some changes are being made on the
River Thames at Abingdon. The District
Council wants to tighten up the length
of stay of visiting boats. For years free
of charge moorings have been available
for up to five nights but the proposal
now is to restrict this to three nights.

************************************

There have been several reports of
muggings and robberies (some violent)
on the London region towpath around
the Tottenham Hale, Springfield Marina,
Greenford, Little Venice and Mile End
areas this summer by people on bikes
wearing hoods and/or balaclavas cycling
up and down attempting to rob people.

There are other restrictions outlawing
the use of barbecues, lighting a fire,
camping and carrying out major
maintenance work on boats.
The District Council will carry out its own
enforcement with the likelihood of fines
issued.

************************************

**********************************
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The Environment Agency began a 6
month enforcement trial on 1st August
at three of its mooring sites - Oxford,
Weybridge and Walton-upon-Thames.
Run by private "traffic wardens" fines of
£100 will be issued for over-staying
boats (£60 if paid early).
Anyone
committing an offence and who doesn't
pay, will be pursued for payment using
County court proceedings.

A network of 40 waterways chaplains
has been established to support the
more vulnerable who travel by water
through communities.
Waterways
Chaplains give up a number of days
each month to walk an area of towpath
and get to know the people, engaging
in conversation and helping where
needed. Members will be interested
(if you didn't know already) that two of
our club members, Lorraine Newman
and Babs Davis (who is on the SBC
committee) are Waterways Chaplains
for the Lea and Stort.

Editor: I have heard a similar scheme in
Reading outside Tesco's too.
**********************************

************************************

March 2017 - just under 30,000 boats
were recorded on CRT canals and rivers
which is up about 3% compared to 2014.
Licence evaders totalled 1361 - slightly
higher than last year.

CANAL & RIVER TRUST
INTRODUCES NEW LICENCE
FOR BOAT RENTING
CRT is introducing a new Letting Licence
to ensure the safety of the increasing
number of people living on rented boats
especially in London. This is in response
to websites which regularly feature
listings of boats for rent. There have
been some frightening accidents from
carbon monoxide poisoning to fires and
sinking boats. The boat owner must
have a permanent mooring and should
talk to their local planning authority to
see if planning permission is needed.

London has seen an increase of 291 boats
- equivalent to more than five boats
arriving every week.
**********************************
CRT has decided to reinstate an option
for boat licences to be renewed
automatically commencing from 1 June
2017.

The Static Letting Licence will cover all
types of boat rentals including long-term
renting, Airbnb style short breaks and
overnight stays.

Boaters will need to ensure their licence
details are up to date (amendments can
be made on line). Renewal notices will
be sent to boaters for them to check
their details are correct. The renewal
will also advise if any details are no
longer valid and give boaters the option
to opt out if a licence is no longer
required. A message will be sent to
boaters if the licence was unable to be
auto-renewed.

You can find out more about renting
boats on the Trust’s website:
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-thewaterways/boating/a-boat-of-yourown/renting-a-boat-to-live-on-or-hiringout-your-own-boat.
************************************

************************************
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Shepperton lock and weir keeper,
Steve Newman, was awarded the
British Empire Medal in the Queen's
Birthday Honours for services to
the inland waterways.
Steve has
worked for the Environment Agency
on the River Thames for 42 years.
Shepperton lock was voted the best
lock in 2011 and 2012 by River
Thames users.

Islington to secure Defra funding for
public electricity charging points on the
Regent's Canal.
**********************************

LINSLADE CANAL FESTIVAL
Have you heard of a narrowboat called
"The Glass Barge" selling very pretty and
unusual glass jewellery?
I first
encountered them at the Crick Boat Show
last year so hearing they were going to be
at Linslade this year, Robbie and I drove
over to find them.

***********************************

The BBC has been filming a new TV series
exploring the social and economic story of
our country through its boats. Floating
History of Britain will be broadcast on
BBC2 this autumn. Other boats in the
series include the Thames Sailing Barge
and the punt, synonymous with tourist
trips in Cambridge and Oxford.

The Canal Festival turned out to be far
larger than either of us were expecting. A
variety of different stalls including hog
roasts, an arena with activities, wicker
work, other food outlets and lots more
going on besides. Quite a few of the local
waterway associations were clearly visible
as was CRT. The 'road' of stalls took us
nicely down to the bridge and over the
canal where there were all sorts of boat
traders.

**********************************
The ratio of facilities available in London
to the number of people living on boats is
totally inadequate. CRT has carried out
several improvements including new
mooring rings, facilities, dredging,
additional rubbish bins and collection and
the creation of new long-term moorings.

We found The Glass Barge and I bought a
couple of items. Unfortunately the rain
arrived so we made our way back in haste
to the main arena where we queued for a
delicious pork bun before leaving.

125 new mooring rings have been
provided over 700m of new or improved
moorings and dredging 2250m of canal so
boats can moor more easily. 14 new longterm moorings (3 residential) have been
created in previously unmoorable spots.

It was well worth a visit, so if you happen
to be passing on the canal next year, take
some time out for a visit.
Sue (Editor).

Improved services include new taps, a
new Elsan and pump out, new bins and
rubbish facilities and providing logistical
support for 'Bins by Boat', a pilot social
enterprise project offering boaters a
floating refuse service. CRT has also been
working with the London Borough of
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"PAST AND PRESENT"

by Sue Barrett (well almost)!

Not really Past and Present this time. Having been part of the 2008 Stort Boat
Club Easter Cruise to Bishops Stortford, I took these shots just hours apart and
thought it illustrated perfectly the unpredictability of our English weather.
Members who were there will certainly remember it very well as we had to travel
back in the snow!
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CORINTH CANAL AND ANCIENT CORINTH by Mimi Alderman
January 2nd, 2017 Richard and I set off on a world cruise lasting nearly 4 months (114 nights), sailing
approximately 38,888 nautical miles visiting 39 ports plus full transit along the Panama and Suez
Canals.
Whilst in Greece we decided to explore the Corinth Canal in a small boat trip then visit the ancient
city of Corinth.
Corinth Canal:

The canal connects the Gulf of Corinth with the Saronic Gulf in the Aegean sea.

Construction began in 1881 and the canal was first used on 25 July 1893. It cuts through the narrow
Isthmus of Corinth and separates Peloponnese from the Greek mainland making the peninsula
questionably an island.
The canal is only 70' wide at sea level expanding to 81' wide at the top of the 300' high rock sides.
Ships with a maximum width of 58' or less can transit this canal. Due to the height of the sides there
is no view from either sides, apart from rock pools and tiny caves, an odd stone mooring bollard but
distance views only front and rear. The canal saves 430 miles cruising around the Peloponnese.
Although the canal was not completed until 1893, the Greek rulers dreamed of making a cut many
years beforehand and the first attempt was in the 7th century; although in 67AD Roman Emperor
Nero attempted to construct the canal and personally broke the earth with a pick axe, removing the
first soil. The Roman work force had 6000 Jewish prisoners of war who began digging 130-160'
trenches either side. Although the construction at this time was abandoned, evidence can still be
seen.
After the canal's construction, it failed to attract the ships for many reasons; it is tough to navigate
due to being so narrow and has frequent high winds and strong currents. The high rock walls
suffered from landslides and thus was often closed. During WWII the canal was damaged because of
its strategic importance. In 1944 the Germans left Greece then used explosives in “scorched earth”
operations to put the canal out of action. In 1947 the Americans got to work to clear the canal and it
was reopened in November 1948 for shallow-draft boats.
Today, about 11,000 ships transit the canal, mainly tourist boats and small cruise ships. The canal
has submersible traffic bridges at both ends so when boats approach, traffic is held and the bridge
submerges to allow the boats to transit through.
High above the canal runs a railway and a motorway which offers spectacular views of the canal far
below. After our boat trip, we drove to the bridge, stopping for a walk over it and photo opportunity.
Pic 1. Crumbling Wall, 2. Cave, 3. Concrete Bollard.
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4 Submerged Bridge, 5 Canal View

Ancient City of Corinth: We ventured on to the
ancient city of Corinth which is surrounded by fertile
plains and natural springs. It was first inhabited in
5000 BCE and most densely populated in 10 BCE. The
historical founders of the city were aristocratic
descendants of King Bacchus. They were well known
for their Corinthian pots, delicately painted which
dominated the Greek market and are still reproduced
to this day.
The site we
see
today
was
first
excavated in
1892.
The
majority of
walls
still
standing
date
from
the Roman
times
and
include a temple, baths and forum. Many beautiful
mosaics and statues were discovered, many now
housed inside to protect them.
What I liked
was
that
nothing had
been
touched,
repaired or
modernised.
Incidentally,
the
photograph
of the male statue was not supposed to be photographed but I didn't find out until after (whoops).
See anything missing?
Pic 1. Baths 2. Temple of Apollo 3. Ancient Pottery 4 & 5. Statues
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Risk and Reward by Mike Newman
I spent my professional life in engineering design and development, and generally went
along with a widely-held maxim in the business – “KISS”; Keep It Simple, Stupid. In other
words, make things as un-complex as possible, because complexity brings risk. And if there
is one thing a professional engineer doesn’t like, it’s risk because Sod’s Law says that if
something can go wrong, then it will. Now that’s all well and good, but if we only ever did
the “tried and tested” then nothing would advance and so, of course, we all do take risks.
And in doing so, I suggest, we weigh up the risk and “what happens if it goes wrong” against
the rewards and “what happens if it goes right”.
So, there we were at Teddington Lock weighing up the risks and rewards of getting back to
the Lee via either the Thames tideway or the Paddington Arm / Regents Canal. Many of you
will have done the tideway into Limehouse and so will have thought that balance through
before; we’ve done the upstream tideway many times and - despite some very bumpy rides
– have few qualms about doing that but, as everyone tells you, the downstream tideway can
be a whole different kettle of fish. However, the rewards of the tideway over the canals are
quite apparent:






A half-day journey rather than two or three days
Two locks (including Limehouse which is done for you) rather than 22
No fret about finding a mooring spot
No angst at the nose-to-tail triple-banked continuous moorers
A far nicer view of London

And the risks? Well you are putting yourself and your boat at some risk but plenty of people
do the downstream trip and reap the consequent benefits. So where might things go
wrong? By my assessment:






Timing; basically, you have a window of about 4 hours to do the 20 miles between
Teddington and Limehouse, or 4½ hours to do the 16 miles between Brentford and
Limehouse. If you arrive late at Limehouse then the water will be too low for you to get into
the lock, and you’ll have to spend four hours bouncing about tied to the pontoon. That was
one risk I was happy to minimise, and so we did Teddington – Brentford one day and
Brentford – Limehouse the next.
The ebb tide; when the natural flow of the river and the tide are going in the same direction
then, of course, the combined flow is that much faster. And as the course of the river is
more or less squeezed by embankments and bridges then so the flow varies accordingly.
Pretty much everything conspires against you on the downstream run, because you reach
the centre of London - where the river is most tightly constrained - just at mid-tide when
the flow is highest. And, of course, that’s where you meet all the trip boats, clippers and
RIBs. Now I will admit that, as we flew under Tower Bridge through a 2’chop surrounded by
a multitude of boats going in every direction, I did feel somewhat exposed that close to the
waterline – but we were soon through it and into the much calmer waters beyond.
Crossing to the ‘wrong’ side of the river; Limehouse dock is, of course, on the north side and
you – going downstream – are on the south. Moreover, Limehouse is right on a bend and, at
the bend, you can’t see what’s coming towards you. Now the received wisdom1 is to go
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somewhat around the bend until you can see what’s coming, then cross over and punch the
tide back to the basin. The less-favoured solution is to cross well before the bend and do the
last quarter mile going the ‘wrong’ way. I don’t know why this is less favoured because this
stretch of river is straight with good views, and since pretty much every other boat acts as if
it’s driving in Naples and adopts whichever route suits it, then I reckoned I would do the
same. So that’s my recommendation.
The final turn into Limehouse lock; there seems to be some kind of mystique grown up
about this - tales of the ebb tide ripping past the entrance and causing back-eddies off the
brick wall. Now perhaps we were lucky (although it was springs the day we did it) but I
reckoned that it you slowed right down on the approach so you were moving only just faster
than the flow and then gave it everything in the turn then you’d be safe – and that’s the way
it worked out; nowhere near either wall and pointing in the right direction. Shame the
keeper hadn’t acted on my call just after Tower Bridge but instead chose that instant to
empty the lock and almost send me back whence we’d come.

So did our assessment of risk vs reward prove right? Definitely, but:
 Make sure your boat is well prepared for the passage.
 Make sure you are well prepared for the passage; it will be physically and mentally
demanding.
 Decide the course you are going to take as early as possible; this includes the ‘crossing to the
wrong side’ bit, but also when approaching bridges - the last thing you want to do in a
narrowboat is change your mind at the last minute over which span you’re headed for.
 Book your locking-in to Limehouse in the days before your trip.
 Advise London VTS and Limehouse of your intentions on the day, and call Limehouse after
clearing Tower bridge (not that it did me much good…).

But, as it says in every guidance about boating, the decision is ultimately down to the
skipper.
Best regards.
Mike.
Postscript
Like many narrowboats we have buttons front and back. I’ve noticed on a couple of
occasions when a leaky gate has poured water over one of these that mine have been
adopted as spider nurseries – and not just any old spiders, but those ones (I suspect false
widow spiders) with a big, bulbous body. Anyway, just at the critical point in our passage
through London as we swept towards the mayhem around Tower Bridge I felt a tickling on
the back of my leg. A quick glace down revealed a spider with a body the size of a small
grape had been ousted from the back button - which is normally at least 15” clear of the
water - by the swell and was making its way to the nearest bit of dark, dry shelter which
happened to be the leg of my shorts. As if I didn't have enough to think about!!

1

I’m sure there are several guides to taking a narrowboat onto the tideway but the best I’ve found was written
for British Waterways by Jeremy Batch, who used to be the senior lock-keeper at Limehouse and is well-known
to many of our members. So far as I know CRT hasn’t published anything comparable but these guides are still
on the internet; the ‘upstream’ guide is at http://dodington.net/33.pdf and the ‘downstream’ at
http://dodington.net/35.pdf
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Carpenters Road Lock by Banny

“Once a proud and busy hub of East London, Carpenters Road Lock was disused and rusting
just a few years ago. We’ve breathed new life into this historic lock which now rightfully
stands at the heart of London’s newest urban park, ready to lift its gates on a whole new
chapter.”
That was a quote from C&RT Organisation, or as Steve Haywood might put it

Cor Aint’alf Ripped Them Orff.
In my days as a continual cruiser around Bow Backs I regularly moored below their
rusty relic (tell you about the rat & smoke bomb next issue?). So what does this wonder do?
Well it spawned a weekend of jollity and cruising around Bow Backs, a free pizza and beer
aboard Lea & Stort Boat Co floating bar (just maybe their alleged Water Chariot Scam was
behind C&RT current scam?).[Ed: The Stort Boat Club wishes to distance itself from the
libellous views of contributors]. What scam you ask, ah that’s the summer edition. Back to
“the current new breath of life”.
What does it do? Well it lets boats go up around 6” in real money or using Robbie’s
one sixth rule half a metre. And how much does it cost to go beneath the dripping radial gate,
about? £300,000 per inch (that is of course only the build cost, operating costs come later). It
is the only radial gate in the UK, why may you ask is that? Could it be no all boaters that I
know, enjoy green duckweed dripping on them as they pass through. Can you see Cornmill’s
pristine paint job wanting dry (Lemna minor) on the coach roof? Nah, me neither. Nice video
mind to see at https://youtu.be/HoZXIbTtD4o .
Can anybody use the lock? Well yes, sort of, you need 48 hours notice to prise Lennie
from whatever he was doing, to come and operate the lock, well I mean 6”, its one helluva
drop can’t have any old Dick & Harry operating now can you? And of course you need a 90
minute safety briefing from the St. Pancras Cruising Club in order to cruise the waterway (I
fairly sure I saw Mimi doze off during the briefing and I know Richard wasn’t listening).
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So was it worth the wait, just maybe as I did get the free beer, free pizza and a
memento in the shape of a piece of genuine Carpenters Road Lock Commemorative tape, cut
with a pair of Golden Scissors (“not disused and rusting just a few years ago”) by Mr. Parry
his self. Maybe the IWA Lea & Stort contribution to the cost paid for the
scissors?

**********************************************

CLUB AND WATERWAYS EVENTS - 2017/2018
Monday 16 October

SBC General Meeting. 8pm. New Inn Pub, Roydon.

Wednesday 8 November

Visit to London VTS / Thames Barrier

Sat 3 February 2018

Celebratory Lunch at Fanhams Hall, Ware. 12 noon for
1pm lunch.
SBC AGM and General Meeting, 8pm. New Inn Pub,
Roydon

Mon 19 February 2018 - TBC
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****** Articles for Issue No 65 should reach me by early February 2018. Many
thanks. ******

And finally....
Hope to see you at the General Meeting on Monday 16th October. Meeting starts 8pm.
New Inn Pub, Roydon.
- 13 -

